Background
==========

Use of earlier research is needed to provide the rationale for starting a study and a context in which to set the study results. Explicit use of earlier research, through the conduct of a systematic review, is also necessary for the design of an efficient and informative study. Decisions about design informed by systematic review include the selection of meaningful outcomes assessed in a way that enables synthesis across studies; this is especially needed in areas where core outcome sets do not yet exist. Yet research shows that there is inadequate and biased consideration of earlier research.

Methods
=======

In Bergen, Norway, in December 2014, the Evidence-Based Research Network (EBRNetwork) was initiated to promote the efficient and explicit use of existing research when new research is planned.

Results
=======

We will present the aims, structure and activities of the EBRNetwork. Current activities include using peer-reviewed publications and social media to inform and engage researchers, funders, editors and the public. We will present for consideration a preliminary version of the Bergen Statement on Evidence-Based Research.

Conclusion
==========

The design of new studies, including the choice of outcomes, should be informed by prior research. The new EBRNetwork is an international collaboration that aims to ensure that no new studies are approved, funded or published without systematic review of existing evidence; and works towards more efficient production, updating and dissemination of systematic reviews. The Network issues a call for participation.
